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Leave Us, as We ought to be; 
Leave Us BRITONS, ROUGH, and FREE. 
AmB. PHIL. 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER I9. 1739. 
To the PROMPTER. “* I have heard fenfible People exprefs --- their 
D cf cane ,, Aftonifhment at the Countenance --- and Recep- 
SIR, ecem. 19, 1735+ © tion Eunuchs meet with in Exgland. I amtold 
« S unpolite as your Endea- * Lords and Dukes are to be feen at their Levees. 
« vour to demolifh Operas, “ Blefs the Prizce of Modena, who fhewed us the 
« and fupport the Stage is, * other Day how our Nodility ought°to ufe them. 
« youhave, Icanaffureyou, “ I heard, in a Company of Perfons, illuftrious 
r a great many People on “ for Senfeand good Breeding, that S—z—/—zp, 
« your Side, thatthank and “ having got Permiffion to wait on that Prince, 
« praife you for it, and “ (when he entered the Room) fell proffrate and 
« heartily with you Succefs. “ licked the Duft ; and tho’ he did fo three times, 
& ¢ Y CTA [have juft now read your “ the woble-minded Prince ued him as Nobles do 
“bt Paper on that Subject, that has, prefix’d to ‘in other Countries ; he did not defcend fo Jow 
‘ - - a cc . ey 4 . aah : . 

“it, thofe delightful Verfes of Rofcommon. Surely, _, as #0 peak to him, did not took at him, did not 
“no Mortal can read it without being convinced. feem to know that the propudious Creature was 
“ But is there any thing in theReport you mention ~~ in the Room. Surely "tis enough that they are 
« about the Dcwnfal of Operas, or do you cry, . paid 10 abundantly ; why make Companions and 
“Io triumpbe, too foon? As long as the Great, 7 Equals of them? No Mam convertes with an 
“ the GREATEST in the Nation, encourage them, Eunuch any where but in Exgland, unlefs he has 


“ your Work will go but heavily. But you tell 
“ys, the Royal Family intend to go to Plays 
“ oftner thanethey ufed, and that tis refolved upor. 
“ Twill believe you, and wou’d not loi¢ the Piea- 
“fure of believing a thing I am {fo detirous of 
“ feeing. 


JT cannot help telling you, Mr. Prompter, that 
“Twas furprized, arid half angry, at you, when 
“T found you talking of thofe melting Airs, and 
“ oft Thrillines in the Operas. If they caufe fuch 
“ Emotions and Azitations, fuch Situations of Mind 
“as you {peak of. too feclingly 1 riink; why then, 
“ depend on’t, they will lait longer than you ima- 
“gine. I doubt I fhould have a better Opinion 
“of them, if they touched me in fuch a manner. 
“ But Lown to you very honeftly, that I never had 
“the Refolution and Patience to fit through an 
“ Opera in my Life, nay, that I am tired, and 
“ fick, and mileaable, betore the End of the firft 
“ A&. I have often thought too, every body elfe, 
‘ as far as my Eyes could reach, as unaffected as 
, nylelf; for People were gaping and yawning all 
‘“ round me : danining” the Recitativo, Wilhing for 
¢ parinelli again, and declaring aloud, that the 
«Acts were too long. Upon the whole, I believe, 
‘ that ftrange Situation of Mind you {peak Of, 3s 
. fooner produced by a warm Scene, ina well- 
. acted Play, or the agile Motions of a Roland ox 
“ Denoyer, than by all the Quaverings of an erma/- 
culated Wretch at the Opera. 


a Mindto marry it, as Nero did Sporus*. 





* °Tis worth one’s while to read the Paflage of Sue- 


tonius Where this is told. ’Tis in Nero, Chap. 28. 
Puerum Sporum, exfeGis teftibus, etiam in muliebrem 
naturam transfigurare conatus, cum dote ‘SS flameo per 
Jolenne nuptiarum, celeberrimo officio dedufum ad fe pro 


uxore habuit. 


Extatque cujufdam non infcitus jocus 


‘* Bene agi potuiffe cum rebus humanis, fi Domitius pa- 
‘© ter talem habuiffet uxorem.” Sporus, his Minion, 


He caftrated, and having done all he could totran/mute 
him into a Woman, married him publickly, with all 
the Formalities of a Wedding; the Writings, Dowry, 
and Veil ; and invited a vait deal of Company ; and 
when the Ceremony was over, had him conduced, like 
a Bride, to his Houfe, and ufed him as his Wife. 
Upon which fome body made a Jeit good enough, that 
it woud have been well for Mankind, if his Father Do- 
mitius had had no other Wife. What follows in Sueto- 
nius is quite aftonifhing, and hardly credible! But we 
have much the fame Account in Tacitus Annal. 15, 37. 
Paucos poft dies uni ex illo contaminatorum grege, cui 
nomen Pythagore fuit, in modum folennium conjugiorum 


denupfffet. "Vhere happens to be great Variety of 


Readings in the Name Pythagore. Some Critics wou’d 
have it Pyrrhagore ; other Doryphoro ; why not Faro- 
nelle, a bold Conjeéture, you'll fay. And yet Faro- 
nella is as like Pythagore, as Doryphoro is. 
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Bir to come back to my Purpofe.————— 
“ I can’t forbear repeating ir, that I am heartily 
“ glad the Opera is in a. languifhing Scate; ‘that 
“ there is fo much as a Report, that the Exgli/h 
“ Stage will be encouraged and dignified ; and thar 
“ next Winter, there will not be found in this 
“ Kingdom of Men, one of thoie Effeminvti, thote 
“ Opprobria humani generis. What might we not 
“ expect from the Theatre, if once an Actor fhou’d 
“ get, for his Induftry and Study to _pleafe, a third 
“ Pare of what Farinelli gets this Year? But are 
there any Hopes that they will be really driven 
“ out? And fhall we live to fee a Circumftance 
“in our Time, fo like what happened in the 
“ Reign of Titus Vefpafian, who was called the Pounds a Year tor Singing; whereas without 
“ Amor @ Delicie kumani generis? Aurelius that, they may remain in Obfcurity, and be 
“ Vidor fays, Enervatorum Greges abire pracepit. “° Chamber and Cook-Maids as long as they live. 
“¢ He fent them all packing at once. GregesEner- “ What Seraphic Creatures the Cuzzonis and Fau- 
“ vatorum is quite frighttul. We are not come “ ftinas wou'd have been, had they been {0 ferv’d 
* to that pafs yet —TI can’t tell how foon wemay; “ in their Youth? And who does not fee in Fa- 
for, I hear, they are importing fre/h, xew, and rinell:’s Countenance, that if he had been more 
_, 1 0UMB for all your declaiming. A Preceptum trom than what he is, he had been Je/s, and would 

an Imperator, was highly proper in that Time; never have rifen above a2 Dragoos or a Dray- 





“ "Tis plain, that in this way thofe Shoals of 


Females that wander about the Town 
males. t | : > Quite 
‘ ufele(s for want of Husbands or Lovers might 
‘ be made very ferviceable to the Publick. by fo 
conliderable an [mprovement of Operas. But 
[ find I am gor a little befide my Purpofe. For 
{ propote the thing, becaufe 4 am affured it 
clears the Voices of Girls, as well as Boys 
And fince Women have naturally fhriller and 
{weeter Pipes than Men, if the artificial Im- 
provement thou’'d be bur equal, it will be an an- 
gelical Charm to hear them. Imay tell them too 
tor their Encouragement, that if fome of them will 
but once venture, they may happen to get 2000 


“a 
an 


o 
“a 
ta 


“ 


cc 
cc 
ce 


nn 


“ and a Difcouragement would be no lefs effectual “ man, 
“ in ours. But why did Titus order all thofe vile , 
“¢ Wretches, Catamites, Eunuchs, Exoletes to be “ Profuerat manfiffe virum. Felicior exftat 
“‘ gone? Why he prefently faw their vile Ten- “ Opprobrio. Serviret adhuc, fi fortior effet 
¢ 4! 2 2 
© dency on the Morals of his People, and thought 
, de gf too great Weight to be neglected. “ is finely faid by Claudian, of the Eunuch Ex- 
, “© tropius. : p 


“ Bur, Mr. Prompter, if all your Attempts to 
< pull down Operas, and get rid of thefe Monfters, “ Txuis Thought of mine being quite new and 
* fhould prove ineffectual, I have a Thought come “ in Embryo, I take the Liberty to call upon our 
“ into my Head, that I believe will not fail. In- “ Phyficians, and Surgeons, and all Kind of Im- 
“ deed, 1 fcarce dare communicate it, but when “ provers of Natural Philotophy, to think of the 
“ the Publick Good is in View, nothing fhou’d “ beft and fafeft Method of Operation. And in- 
“ hinder a Man. It is this then, for I muft tell © deed there are fuch Swarms of Profeffors in all 
“ you; Suppofe we fhould caftrate, or qualify, “ Kinds, that I have great Hopes the right Way 

you; : . b € great rlopes 8 
“ our Women, as they do their,Mez in Italy. If “© of doing the Thing gwill foon be found out. 
vou fbrink, tis becaufe you don’t know ancient “ J am, 

% Hittory, and the Inftirutes and Practices of Ori- 

“ ental Nations. Herodotus fays f{omewhere, that Yours, 

“ Gyges, King of the Lydians, was thought to have 

“ been the firft that did caftrare puellas ; and THOMAS MANLY. 
“ Xanthus, in the fecond Book of his Hiftory of 

<“ the Lydians, fays, he practifed it with this View, P. t 
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“ ut iis etate Gy forma florentibus femper uteretur, 
“ that they might always look young and beautiful. 
“ 4 vaft Advantage this, and worth trying for, if 
“ there was no other. | can’t think it a material The Letter figned Timothy Gubbins is come t 
“ Objection, that the Cuftom is quite drop’d all hand, and fhall be printed as foon as poffible 
“ over the World; fo are many other Ufages that That. Gentleman’s particular Corref{pondence is 
“ deferve to be revived. earneftly defired by the Prompter. 








Printed for T. CooreEr, at the Globe in Pater-nofter Row : Where Letters to the AUTHOR & 
taken in: And where the former Numbers may be had. [Price Two-Pevce. ] 
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